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Amateur Football Alliance

Developing Football For Everyone
Basic Referees Training Course Information

This is an entry level course that enables you to qualify as a football referee.  The course provides an introduction to the laws of the game as well as developing the practical skills you will need to be a referee.
Age and Fitness 

You must be at least 14 years of age to attend a referees' course and have a reasonable degree of fitness as there is the need to referee matches as part of the course. There is no upper age limit to becoming a referee.

Pre-course study

Once you have completed an application form either on-line or by email, paid the course fee and been accepted onto the course you will receive a pre-course study pack.  The pack requires you to complete some work before you attend the first course session and it is most important that you do this.  Early in the course there will be an assessment of your basic knowledge of the laws of the game and refereeing and you must pass this assessment in order to carry on to complete the course.
Course Structure

The course is structured as five modules.

Module 1- Introduction 

This module will introduce you to some key aspects in the following:

· Laws of the Game 

· The role of the Referee 

· Consider the skills you will need to control a game of football
· Opportunities available through refereeing.

Module 1 also includes completion of a multiple-choice question paper to assess your knowledge of the Laws of the Game following the Pre-Course Study.
Module 2- Practical Element

Practical elements of the course will provide you with an introduction to: 

· Warming up and cooling down activities 

· Positioning & movement at both set pieces & in open play 

· Managing game situations 

· Signals & communication techniques 

· FA Safeguarding Children workshop (included in the course programme)

Module 2 also includes a more detailed analysis of the Laws and their application.
Module 3 – Examination
We use two different tick-box examinations to establish your practical knowledge and your knowledge of theory.  These are:
1) A multiple-choice questions paper.

2) A DVD based exercise which includes demonstrations of match situations on which you answer multiple-choice questions.

The pass mark for the examinations is 75% overall.
If you are unsuccessful in the examinations you can re-take them after an appropriate period.

Module 4 - Refereeing

Once you have completed the tutored part of the course and have passed the examinations you then go on to referee a minimum of six 11 v 11 matches.  We will contact the referees secretaries of cup, league and youth competitions who can offer you suitable refereeing appointments.  Alternatively you could choose to referee matches at a school or for other youth or adult organisations.

Don’t worry, you are not left to fend for yourself at this stage as we will appoint an experienced qualified referee as a mentor for you – someone who will support you with friendly advice and who can watch you during some of the games and give you feedback on your matches.

People often ask whether there is any time limit within which the 6 matches have to be completed.  We understand that, while some candidates are keen to referee as much as possible, others may have conflicting interests and roles for example as players, coaches or club duties which mean that they have fewer opportunities to referee matches.  Also, there may be few opportunities to referee matches during the Summer months for courses which complete module 3 late in the season.  
For these reasons plenty of time is allowed for the 6 matches to be completed although there is an absolute time limit of 2 years from the date on which candidates pass the examinations.  After the two year deadline, candidates who have not completed their 6 matches would have to start the course again if they still want to qualify as a referee. 
Module 5 – Qualification and The Next Steps

Once you have attended modules 1 to 3, passed the examinations and completed module 4 (your six initial matches) you are almost there!  You then only need to attend module 5 - a final session designed to prepare you for life as a fully qualified referee and to advise you of the next steps that you can take to develop your skills and knowledge as a referee.

This final session lasts around 2 to 3 hours and includes a problem-solving session and the presentation of your “three lions” badge and certificate from the Football Association showing that you are now a qualified referee.
 Course Duration and Venues
Most of our courses are run as ‘condensed’ courses and take place over a short period, usually two weeks or less.  They might for example include three full day sessions or two weekday evenings (two hour sessions) and two full day sessions (usually Saturdays or Sundays 9.00 am to 4.00 pm).  The examinations (module 3) are held during the final session.  We vary the timings and days of the week over which courses run to try to ensure we cater for everyone’s needs.
Course venues vary and we try to choose venues which have parking facilities and are easily accessible on public transport.

Criminal Records Bureau (‘CRB’) Disclosure Application
If you are 18 years old or over 18 you will have to complete a CRB disclosure application.  You will need to do this even if you have already completed an application in some other capacity (for example if you have one associated with your employment or with some other sport) as CRB certificates are not currently ‘portable’.  The only exception will be if you have an existing CRB check which was completed with The FA CRB Unit.
We can help you to make your CRB disclosure application during the course by verifying your personal identification documents so that you do not need to send them away with your application.  We will also help you to complete the form so that the whole process runs smoothly. 

Safeguarding Children 

If you are 16 years old or over 16 you will also need to attend a Safeguarding Children workshop.  The workshop will be included in the course classroom sessions if ten or more people on the course need it.  Otherwise we will make arrangements for candidates to attend a workshop session elsewhere.

If you are 14 or 15 years old you must complete The FA Awareness Programme on Safeguarding Children.  You can do this by watching a DVD, provided as part of the course, then completing a questionnaire which we will send in to The FA.  
What You Need To Provide
· Writing materials – pens, pencils and papers for additional notes.
· Suitable footwear and clothing for any outdoor sessions that may take place.
· A referees’ kit for the matches that you will referee.  We will advise you on purchasing kit and we have secured competitive deals with major kit suppliers to keep this cost reasonable.  You will need:
· Shirt
· Shorts
· Socks
· Whistle (provided on the course free of charge)
· red & yellow cards (we will supply these free of charge)

· notebook with pencil.  
· boots/footwear 
· a watch (including a stopwatch function)
· A commitment to attend all the course sessions and complete the qualification.

Course Costs

The cost of the course is £125.
The course fee includes:

· All course materials

· Laws of the Game book
· “Learn the Laws” cd-rom
· Pre-course study pack

· Course folder with inserts

· Six booklets containing practical advice on refereeing
· CRB Application Fee (Candidates aged 18 or over)

· Safeguarding Children Workshop Fee (Candidates aged 16 or over)

· Safeguarding Children DVD and Checklist (Candidates aged 14 or 15)
· A minimum of 16 hours teaching delivered by FA Qualified Instructors and Tutors.  All Tutors and Instructors are CRB checked and have attended the FA’s Safeguarding Children workshop
· All examinations.

Message from Mike Brown, AFA Chief Executive
Our aim is to provide a high quality course which is interesting and fun while at the same time provides you with a challenge.  When you have completed it you will have an excellent skills and knowledge base enabling you to referee football matches with confidence and to look forward to enjoying refereeing over many seasons to come.
How far you take your interest and development as a football referee will be for you to decide once you have qualified.  I wish you all the best whatever direction you decide to go in as a referee.
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